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HOUSE BI LL 1901

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Mastin, Cooke, Kessler, Boldt, Tokuda, Quall,
McDonal d, Sherstad, Parlette, Cooper, MMrris, Dyer, Chandler,
Backl und, Bl al ock, Kastanma, Sullivan, Miulliken, Linville and O Brien

Read first tinme 02/12/97. Referred to Commttee on Children & Fam |y
Ser vi ces.

AN ACT Rel ating to providing vouchers for pregnant mnors; adding
new sections to chapter 74.12 RCW creating new sections; and declaring
an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that due to changes in
federal and state law the nunber of pregnant teenagers who need
alternative types of residences when they are unable tolive with their
famlies is increasing. The |legislature also finds that young pregnant
wonen can benefit from a structured environnent that provides the
opportunity to |l earn essential parenting and life skills.

Therefore the legislature recognizes the need to increase the
nunber of adult-supervised honmes for young pregnant wonen and assi st in
the cost of living in adult-supervised hones.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout sections 3 through 5 of this act unless the context clearly
requires otherw se.

(1) "Adult-supervised supportive living arrangenent” neans a
private famly setting or other living arrangenent, not including a
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public institution, that is mintained as a famly setting, as
evi denced by the assunption of responsibility for the care and contr ol
of the m nor parent and dependent child or the provision of supportive
servi ces such as counseling, guidance, or supervision.

(2) "Departnent" neans the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 3. The departnent shall operate a living
assi stance program that provides vouchers for pregnant unemanci pated
mnors who are otherwi se unable to live with their parents, other
famly nmenbers, or a |egal guardian. The program shall provide
one-time  vouchers t hat can be redeened at st at e- appr oved
adul t - supervi sed supportive living arrangenents.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. Adul t - supervi sed supportive living
arrangenments that qualify to participate in the program shall:

(1) Provide twenty-four hour per day adult supervision for mnor
resi dents; and

(2) Provide a strong programconponent that actively engages m nor
residents. Program conponents may include, but not be limted to,
parenting skills, job-readiness, and financial counseling.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. The departnent shall actively seek to place
pregnant mnors with faith-based organi zati ons that have a history of
provi ding care for pregnant m nors.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 2 through 5 of this act are each
added to chapter 74.12 RCW

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 1997, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
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1 state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
2 imedi ately.

~-- END ---
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